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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Upon entry of the present amendment, the status of the claims will be as is 
shown below. The claims in this listing will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the application. 

1. (Currently Amended) An accumulator comprising: 
a body havingja an empty space therein; 

an inlet tube i ns e rt e d extending downwardly into the insid e of the body from a top 
thefeo f of the body and including an end positioned at an inner lower portion of the 
body , downwardly, for an i nf l ow of such that a liguid phase refrigerant flows into to the 
ins i do of the body; 

an outlet tube ins e rt e d extending upwardly into the i ns i de of th e body from a 
bottom4hefee f of the body and including an end positioned at an inner upper portion of 
the body , upward l y, for a d i scharg e of such that the refrigerant is discharged from te -the 
outside of t he body; and 

an isolating plate provided on an inner bottom of the body between the inlet tube 
and the outlet tube, for pr e v e nt i ng th e out le t tube from b e ing sp l ashed w i th the l iqu i d 
phaso refrig e rant, and prevent i ng and positioned such that the liquid phase refrigerant is 
prevented from flowing into the outlet tube. 

2. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 1, wherein each side of the 
isolating plate i s in contact to contacts an inner surface of the body. 

3. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 1 , wherein each side of the 
isolating plate is spaced by prov i ded at a predetermined interval,, from an inner surface 
of the body. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 1 , further comprising: 

at least one heater provided on the inner bottom of the body, for heating the 

refrigerant stored in the i nsid e of th e body. 

5. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 4, wherein an-the inner lower 
portion of the body is divided into a plurality of blocks, and the heater and the inlet tube 
are i s-provided in the same block as that hav i ng th e i n le t tub e. 

6. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 1 , wherein the isolating plate 
divides the an-inner lower portion of the body into two blocks. 

7. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 1 , wherein the isolating plate 
divides af h-the inner lower portion of the body into a plurality of blocks. 

8. (Currently Amended) The accumulator of claim 7, further comprising: 
a plurality of heaters provided on each block of the inner bottom of the body. 

9. (Currently Amended) An air conditioning system comprising: 

at least one compressor for compross i na t hat compresses a aas phase 
refrigerant at a high pressure[[,]] and that discharges d i scharg i ng the compressed 
refrigerant; 

a flow f l owing control valve connected to the compressor, for controlling a flow 
flewing-direction of the refrigerant according to an operation mode; 

a plurality of heat exchangers, for b ei ng respectively positioned indoor and 
outdoor and connected to the flow -flowing control valve; 

at least one expansion device provided in a refrigerant tube that directly connects 
conn e ct i ng t he heat exchangers; and 
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an accumulator that t emporarily stores stefing-the refrigerant passing through the 
heat exchangers, and that is connected to an inlet of the compressor such that far 
prov i d i ng the gas phase refrigerant is provided t o the compressor.O said accumulator 
comprising: 

wh e r ei n, th e accumu l ator i nc l udes: 

a body having a _an e mpty space therein; 

an inlet tube connected to the flow f l ow i ng control valve, af^d- said inlet tube 
extending downwardly i nserted into the i ns i de of the body from a top thereof, 
downward l y of the body and including an end positioned at an inner lower portion of the 
body : 

an outlet tube connected to the compressor, and -said outlet tube extending 
upwardly i ns e rt e d into the ins i de of th e body from a bottom thor o of. upward l y of the 
body and including an end positioned at an inner upper portion of the body ; and 

an isolating plate provided on an inner bottom of the body between the inlet tube 
and the outlet tube , and positioned such that . for provont i ng th e out l et tube from b ei ng 
splash e d w i th the liquid phase refrigerant , and pr e venting the l i qu i d phas e refr i g e rant 
from is prevented from splashing and flowing into the outlet tube. 

10. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, further 
comprising: 

a plurality of check valves, each provided between the outlet of one of the at 

least one compressors e ach compr e ssor and the flow flow i ng control valve, for 
pr e v e nt i ng such that the refrigerant is prevented f rom flowing into the outlet of the 
compressor. 
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11. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, wherein each 
of the compressors has ^different capacity. 

12. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, wherein each 
side of the isolating plate i s in contact to contacts an inner surface of the body. 

13. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, wherein each 
side of the isolating plate is provided at spaced by a predetermined interval,, from an 
inner surface of the body. 

14. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, further 
comprising: 

at least one heater provided on the inner bottom of the body, for heating the 

refrigerant stored in the i nsid e of th e body. 

15. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 14, wherein an 
inner lower portion of the body is divided into a plurality of blocks, and the heater and 
the inlet tube are i s-provided in the same block as that hav i ng tho in le t tub e. 

16. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, wherein the 
isolating plate divides afhthe inner lower portion of the body into two blocks. 

17. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 9, wherein the 
isolating plate divides afhthe inner lower portion of the body into a plurality of blocks. 

18. (Currently Amended) The air conditioning system of claim 17, further 
comprising: 

a plurality of heaters provided on each block of the inner bottom of the body. 

19. (New) An air conditioning system comprising: 

a compressor that compresses and pumps refrigerant; 
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an indoor heat exchanger that communicates with the compressor and conducts 
a heat exchange between the refrigerant and indoor air; 

an outdoor heat exchanger that communicates with the compressor and 
conducts a heat exchange between the refrigerant and outdoor air; and 

an accumulator that communicates with the compressor and heat exchangers, 
said accumulator comprising: 

a body having a space therein; 

an inlet tube extending into the body through a top of the body, said inlet 
tube introducing refrigerant into the space and including an end positioned at an inner 
lower portion of the body; 

an outlet tube extending into the body through a bottom of the body, said 
outlet tube exhausting a gas phase refrigerant in the space and including an end 
positioned at an inner upper portion of the body; and 

an isolating plate provided on the bottom of the body between the inlet 
tube and the outlet tube, said isolating plate preventing a liquid phase refrigerant from 
flowing into the outlet tube. 

20. (New) The accumulator as claimed in claim 19, wherein the end of the outlet 
tube is positioned higher than the end of the inlet tube so as to prevent a liquid phase 
refrigerant introduced into the body through the inlet tube from flowing into the outlet 
tube directly. 

21. (New) The accumulator as claimed in claim 19, further comprising: 
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a heater provided on the bottom of the body between the isolating plate and an 
inner surface of the body, said heater heating a liquid phase refrigerant on the bottom of 
the body between the isolating plate and an inner surface of the body. 
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